Nevertheless, it has been thought well, in order to avoid any
appearance of offence, to alter the majority of the proper names
of the private persons spoken of.

It is not usual, perhaps, that the narrative of a spiritual strug-
gle should mingle merriment and humour with a discussion of
the most solemn subjects. It has, however, been inevitable that
they should be so mingled in this narrative. It is true that most
funny books try to be funny throughout, while theology is
scandalized if it awakens a single smile. But life is not constitu-
ted thus, and this book is nothing if it is not a genuine slice of
life. There was an extraordinary mixture of comedy and trag-
edy in the situation which is here described, and those who are
affected by the pathos of it will not need to have it explained to
them that the comedy was superficial and the tragedy essential.
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